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Superintendent

A Note From Alan

remains a COA priority. Our counselors did a remarkable job of quickly building
relationships with our campers in order to determine where they are spiritually
(a monumental task to accomplish in 100 hours). 4 of our Teen campers gave their
lives to Jesus, and many more made decisions of rededication!!!

Finally, we estimate that over 125 volunteers were involved in helping make COA
happen! folks serving as counselors, making sandwiches, making cookies,
leading our crafts, transporting campers, providing beach towels and hygiene
items, and so much more!!!

We praise God for all that took place at COA!!! Thank you for your
support that makes COA possible each year!! Enjoy the selfies
(these are the 23 campers that met
Jesus at COA), and thank you for your
part in theBigger Picture!!!

- The Bigger Picture (continued inside)

(continued from inside)
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THE BIGGER PICTURETHE BIGGER PICTURE
Selfies! .they're everywhere!! They saturate social media!!
Defined as"a photograph that one has taken of oneself,
typically one taken with a smartphone or webcam and
uploaded to a social media website.# Infinite in their
variations, selfies are taken in cars, at the beach, at
restaurants, at ball games, at the airport, and at concerts.
They are taken with food, with pets, with family, with best
friends,oralone.Selfies tell theworldwhatyouaredoing!!!

We have included lots of selfies in this Camp Open Arms
(COA) report, but our intent is to share with you a much

bigger picture than just a camper and a counselor who took
a few seconds to pose. You see, while most selfies are
shared to tell what a person has done, we share them in
order to tell youwhatGodhasdone!!

Camp Open Arms 2014 consisted of 122 campers over 2
weeks.Here isa little informationonbothweeks! ..

Our themewas .We focused
on the lifeof Joseph fromGenesis,andhow

AmazingGrace -UnfailingLove



Beulah Kaiser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Denbigh Christian Church
Charles L. Bull, father . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lee Bull
Clifton Robbins. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James & Brenda Robbins
Dick Douglas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lelia W. Douglas
Doug Burroughs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brian & Joann Burroughs
Doug Connell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arlene D. Connell
Elizabeth Scarlett Coffey. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R.V. Mundie
Ernestine Richards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Parlie McCrary
Gus Stassinos. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . William G. Stassinos
H.A. Peterson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ola W. Peterson
James C. Hudson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Calvin Mears
Laura. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dorothy Hefner
Lee Vaughan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marjorie M. Lambert
Lee Vaughan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charles & Sally Rhodes
Louise Meeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dorothy Newton & JOY SS Class RBC
Mr. Otis Stephens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Gosser
Mrs. Janice Lassiter Bridges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A Friend
Mrs. Joyce C. Lassiter Hartmann . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A Friend
Otis V. Stephens. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arlene D. Connell
Richard Clarke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Clarke
Sandra Paton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Agnes L. Brabrand
Sandra Paton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alice & !Conky" Sorrell
Sandra Paton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rebecca Stevens
Sandra Paton, mother . Scott, Heather, George, Bruce, & Robert (children)
Shirley Fowlkes, wife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . William R. Fowlkes
Tommy Ragans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robin Ragans
Wallace Tucker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth N. Cole

Dan Autry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shirley Autry
June Shauy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mimi Leveille
Myrtle Dawson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christine D. Latham
Natalie Wigginton, 9th Birthday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lynn & Dale Bess
Rachel Scouse. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robert Scouse
Robert Elijah Laufer, Terry's Grandson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Edna B. Kelley

In Honor of... Given by...

John!s Journey

MemorialsThat Live
As I drove the luggage truck back to the Mission after Camp

Open Arms, I was exhausted!  It turns out that a week of 14-hour days
with preteens followed by a week of the same with teenagers will do
that to you.  While I was exhausted physically, I was full of joy and
gratitude for the opportunity to be a part of this amazing camp.  As I
think back over these two weeks, I realize what a blessing it is to be a
part of something that so many of you have faithfully supported since
1974.

If you have never been to camp, you are missing out; the
gratitude and joy of most campers over the chance to be at COA is
obvious.  Many of them have few opportunities like this in their lives
and genuinely look forward to this week each summer.  It is a chance
to have fun, be loved, and grow spiritually without the stresses and
struggles many experience at home.  This joy is matched only by the
sadness of those campers who realize this is the last year they will be
young enough to attend camp.  The children love camp!

Naturally the swimming pool, game time, snacks, and tournaments get the campers excited; however, it was
their passionate participation in praise and worship that amazed me.  A normal day at camp includes a
morning and evening time of worship, and on more than one occasion I was nearly overcome with
emotion at the sound of their voices filling the building, singing anthems to our king.  It is an experience I
will not forget.

Finally, and most importantly, I was amazed at the desire of the campers to know God and grow
spiritually.  Each day I would walk around camp during Bible Lesson Time or God and I Time and take
in the sights and sounds of campers and counselors studying the Bible, discussing the day's chapel
lesson, and praying together.  If you have supported COA, you have helped children like Nyema,
Markie, Elijah, and D'zia to be impacted by the Gospel of Jesus
Christ during these special times.  To see more pictures and read
more stories about COA, please visit
the Peninsula Rescue Mission, Inc.
Facebook page. - My First COA

Since 1985 Steve Fletcher has been using his talents to bring young
people to Christ at COA.  This year we had a chance to say thank you

and recognize his 30 years of devotion and hard work.  Thanks Steve!!

Asst. Superintendent

Mission Moment Mission Needs

that Bless Our HeartsCamper Texts

(continued from cover)

Submitted by Faith DeFriese...

The night before teen week
started, I received a Facebook
message from a former camper.
She had turned 15 last year, and
this was the first year she
wouldn#t be at Camp Open Arms.
Here was her message:! So sad I
can#t be at COA this year :(
praying for a good week and
thanking you all for pushing me
to have a relationship with God I
thought I never would have!
#iwillreturntospreadthegospel"

During preteen week, I spent some time with a young lady. She
gave me her phone number and we have been texting since
she went home from camp! The day after camp, we were
texting, and I asked if she had read her Bible yet that day. She
replied that she had read Genesis chapters 1-6. Then she
summarized what she read:! The chapters were about how
Adam and Eve had sons. One of their sons killed his brother
because he followed his parents rules. Then it talked about
how their sons and daughters had sons and daughters and how
they died like in their hundreds! And how people lived longer
then than people live now!" I was so excited that she was
reading her Bible and that she was understanding what she
read! We have had lots of great conversations since camp
ended!

Worthy ofHonor

We love to meet the needs of the men staying with us.
Join us in doing so through your donations of reading

glasses and mens wrist watches!

(continued on back)
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God#s grace and love were present even when life
washardandGodseemeddistant.

PreTeen Week consists of 8-11 year old campers. Many of these
children attended COA for the first time. This year was an especially
sweet group of campers$ full of energy, but polite and well-
behaved. They were guided through their week by a group of very
young counselors. Many of these remarkable young men and
women had never served as counselors at COA before, but they
rose to the occasion and ministered with great love and care. The
campers' hearts were open and receptive to the gospel message,
and by the end of the week 19 young campers had asked Jesus to
beLordandSaviorof their lives!!!

Teen Week consists of 12-15 year old campers. Many of these
campers had attended camp before. Many of them accepted Christ
as Savior at COA in years past, so this week serves a dual purpose.
For those who are already Believers, COA becomes a time of
discipleship and rededication. Many leave COA with renewed
commitment to walk with God more faithfully!! For those campers
whodonothavea relationshipwithGod,evangelism

THE BIGGER PICTURETHE BIGGER PICTURE


