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A Note from Alan - ALONG ROAD HOME!

Alan DeFries§uperintendent

We've heard stories from our residents over the years - sfori&ayne. As | drove him to the bus s
trouble that played out in their lives simply from being at the vatatign, we called his wife to tell her | & o
place at the wrong time with the wrong people. That was Wayme'sould soon be on the bus heading B
story. Through a set of odd circumstances, Wayne (pictured, leftine to Biloxi!!l Their conversation 5,4:%,53
found himself serving an 8-year prison sentence here in Virgimias so sweet. She was in tears and *

Wayne's release from prison came one week before | wrateuldsnot thank us enough for bein %
article. He was stranded in Newport News with no ID and no sm#émd to them! As they hung up
An off-duty police officer heard Wayne say he had nowhere tongmes8 statements to her, and sh b
one of Newport News' finest used his personal car to drop himepéated each otidove yoU il
PRM! my dying bredthipeace outAfter

At PRM Wayne met a they hung up he grinned sheepishly atithsdis our thifig.
small, kind-hearted resident | spoke to Wayne and Michelle a few days after he arrived

| years, Michelle. He was
anxious to get back home to months before his release from prison. His treatments will begin
her in Biloxi, MS. Michelle's soon.

kidneys had failed, forcing What makes this story so much more special is that Wayne
dialysis, and she currently livasame to know the Lord during his time in prison. An older man,
on a small disability check.
¥ She was almost in a panic
Y | trying to come up with $195 farery different man than when he went in!

Wayne's bus ticket home. I cannot thank you enough for helping make our ministry

. in and purchase the bus tickegenerosity!!

who allowed him to use his home! They are so happy to be together again after 8 long years!!
phone to call his wife of 34  However, the road before them is difficult. Michelle's medical issues
are serious, and Wayne was diagnosed with prostate cancer a few

Wayne said prison really scared him, so he stayed to himself and
read his Bible most of the time he was locked up. He came out a

So, we were able to step possible!! So many lives are touched because of your kindness and
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About 3,500 years ago, several million Jews were enslaved in Egypt. By blood
and by power God brought them out to freedom. The blood was that of the

Passover lamb; the power was that of God to open the waters of the Red Sea.
Israel was set free, and the pursuing Egyptian army perished when the Sea
closed upon them.

In this 21* century, there are multiplied millions who are
enslaved - to sin. Some are held

captive to addiction. Others are form

bound by pornography. Many find chains that

themselves in the clutches of hold even more.

materialism. There are those
who are shackled by What worked for the

hedonism - the pursuit of redemption of Israel as

_ \
pleasure. Other sins A a nation three and a half
. millennia ago, is still
- effective for sinners today. It is

the same combination of blood and
power that can break the chains of sin and
set the captive free. Instead, however, of the blood
of many lambs slain as Passover sacrifices, it is the
precious blood of Christ, the Lamb of God Who takes away
the sin of the world. The power is that of the Holy Spirit, Who
brings new life to the believing, repenting sinner.

Many a man enters our shelter feeling hopeless, near to despair. The
kindness of our staff and program men often soften a hard attitude, giving an
opening for the Word of God in a life. The Holy Spirit takes that Word and uses it to produce
faith in a heart. When faith brings salvation to that life, radical change occurs. Hopelessness

fades, replaced by confidence in our great God. Joy takes the place of despair. What happens in the
heart shows up on the exterior - smiles brighten the face, conversation draws out the quiet ones, and
fellowship connects the loner with other people. We thank God for the privilege of sharing the
liberating gospel of Christ here at the Rescue Mission!
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Mission Moment.

Mission Needs.

Thank you to the Hampton Roads Republican
Women's Club for purchasing two rows of new
Bibles for our chapel! We appreciate every one of
our generous supporters. From socks and blankets,
to Bibles and meals, we couldn't do it without you!

MEMORIALS that live.

gl

Spring is coming, but it's still cold outside! Your
donations of warm winter gloves, warm winter
socks, and thermal underwear will be a big help to
the men as they get through these last cold weeks
of the year. Thank you!!

Worthy of HONOR.

In Memory of... Given by... In Honor of... Given by...

Coach HerbertAppenzeller. ................. Coach & Alice Rioigail Galli for her 12th birthday. . .............. Papa & Gammie
Donald Blackwell. . . ...................... Constance Blackahelb & Ginger Ball

WandaCarter. . .............iiiinnn... George & Winnie Silar their birthdays and anniversary . . .. . .. Vince & Nancy Snidow
DougConnell ............. .. .. Arlene Cordele O'Brien for his birthday .. ................... Dot Robinson
Mrs. Mamie Forsythe. .. ............. ... ... ....... Doris Coley Pape for her birthday. . . ................... Mary Sorenson
Shirley Fowlkes . . ... ... . William Fowlkes

JIMMY FOX. oot Doug & Vee Badgelemory of... Given by...
ChrisGibson. . ........ ... . i Bobby & Sue Gillslten McLain . . ......... .. ... .. .. Irene Myers
ClintGowen. . ... ... i Jim & EmmaJdaleek McLain .. ... . Irene Myers
Phoebe Harcum........................ Kenneth & Berda @alel Means. . ............... ... ........ Judy Means & family
Marvin Hoffler . ... ... .. ... . Rudy Robef@barlie Nichols ... .......... .. ... .. ... ....... Rudy Roberson
JohnE.Hogge. . ... Nancy FeRoh Pullen. . ... ... . .. . . Mom & Teri
ElmerKeatts. .. ... .. .. i Mary Kdattslohnn M. Quarles .. .................. Nancy & Kendall Jones
Marvin G. Lambert . ......... .. ... ... . ... Marjorie Lamberflohn M. Quarles .. .......... . ... . .. Karen Keene
Juanita Littlefield. . . ......................... Charles Littlefiddy J. & Stephen G. Scotti. . .............. Stephen G. Scotti, Jr.
CurtisMarion . ...t Parlie McCRaiank Silva . ... ... ... . Thomas Mahone
Susie FrostMartin. . .......... Ann S. MoiRoland R. !Bob" Stall. . .................... Rebecca Pereira
NorrisW.Mason . . ..., Marjorie LamBégtida Williams. .. ......... ... ... .. .. . ... Nancy Fenton
Kenneth Matthews. . ....................... Coach & Alice Righice Williams. . . ......... . ... .. Billy Williams
May & Bill MCGUIre .. ... i BuBbh Yeatman. . .............. ... . Rudy Roberson

Blake!s Block - JOBS FOR LIFE

Blake O!Briemirector of Thrift Store Ministries

For the last couple of years, men in our Overcomer's Program have had the privilege of
taking part in a program called Jobs for Life (JFL). JFL is a group of volunteers who
train, equip, and connect churches, ministries, and businesses in communities all over
the world. JFL helps prepare men and women for meaningful work through honest
relationships, mentoring, work-force development training, and an ongoing community
of support. Our men sat under the tutelage of some amazing men who volunteered their
time twice a week for many weeks! The values that our men learned were priceless,

and | want to share one takeaway from one of the men who went through the JFL
program. This young man recently had a job interview. | happened to see him right after
g the interview, and as we were discussing how it went | asked

. him if he was nervous during the interview. He paused and told
me that he was not nervous at all, and the reason he was not
nervous was because he was able to draw from the 'mock
interviews" that took place in JFL training. He shared that it was
through practicing how to efficiently interview that he learned
how to be confident in what he was saying. It was truly an honor
to be able to watch these men graduate this program recently
(pictured). What a blessing for our men to be able to not only
hear the Word of God each day at the Mission, but to be able to
learn valuable life skills that they can take to their next stage of
life. Thank you for supporting this ministry, and for investing in
the future of these men!

John!s Journey - BLESSED BY LOCAL BUSINESSES

John TwiggAssistant Superintendent

Visitors to the Mission have many needs - medication, identification, clothing, shelter,
and food to name a few. We work to meet these needs daily thanks to your support and
God's grace. You may not know that local businesses also support our work; I'd like to
highlight some of the ways they are involved. | won't name names (there are too many
and | would hate to forget anyone), but they do so much for the Mission and, we are
very grateful.

Local businesses have recently plowed our parking lots, repainted our van, welded a

truck exhaust back together, and cleaned our floors at little or no cost to us. Local

contractors worked together to replace several HVAC systems at the shelter. This winter a Yorktown business
collected nearly 300 coats for us in just one day! Our Thrift Store has also been blessed by local businesses
and the military with donations of new or returned merchandise, used office furniture, dorm furniture, and

: | e | ; v appliances.
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& : 1= g RN i\ ' » Local banks also support our ministries in various ways. One
5 . X sells sodas and raffle tickets to help fund our summer camp.
Another put together over 1,000 hygiene kits for the men. Still
another made a cash donation of several thousand dollars.

These are just a few examples of the local business community
supporting PRM. Many needs remain though, and maybe your
company can be the next to help us meet them. If you have an
idea or question, give me a call. Check us out on Facebook to
learn more about our ministry and the companies who partner
with us. Thank you!



